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SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA 

No. 22-K-0993 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

v. 

KEVIN GAINES 

ON SUPERVISORY WRITS TO THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, PARISH OF CADDO 

PER CURIAM: 

Granted. The court of appeal erred in finding as errors patent that 

defendant’s sentences of 50 years imprisonment at hard labor on counts one and 

two for molestation of a juvenile under the age of 13, La.R.S. 14:81.2, were illegal. 

The 50-year sentences are within the range authorized by the amended and 

renumbered penalty provision for those crimes during the times the State alleged 

and proved that defendant committed them. Therefore, we reverse the court of 

appeal’s ruling, which vacated the sentences for counts one and two and remanded 

for resentencing. Because the trial court has already resentenced defendant in 

accordance with the court of appeal’s erroneous instructions, we also vacate those 

sentences. We reinstate the sentences originally imposed by the trial court. We 

remand to the court of appeal for further consideration of defendant’s assignment 

of error, which the court of appeal partially pretermitted in its ruling. 
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